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Japanese Clues to a Parent Earthquake in North America



Front cover

A simulated tsunami reaches Japan ten hours after its start
along the Pacific coast of North America (p. 74-75).

Back cover

Sailboats skirt a pine-covered spit where Japanese villagers
puzzled over a tsunami of remote origin in 1700 (p. 76-79).
At the nearby castle, the word tsunami received its earliest
known use in 1612 (p. 41). Map, from 1687, courtesy of East
Asian Library, University of California, Berkeley.






A merchant’s notebook, m te n

in an entry for January earthquake
1700, tells of a tsunami

that lacked an associated

earthquake in Japan. The

shaking occurred instead 'f

along the northwest coast )

of North America. A |

French map compiled in 5 2 ' A
1720 shows what e —
Europeans then knew of

those shores. A< z
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Quote from Moriai-ke “Nikki kakitome ¢hd™ (p. 50-52). Map by Guillaume Del’Isle, from University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections Division (p. 2, 5).
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