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Blasts at Kennecott’s Bingham Canyon open-pit copper mine
allow university geophysicists to create 3D computerized simula-
tions of the kind of kinetic energy waves that earthquakes
produce. As shown, waves spread outward from the source of the
blast much like a pebble dropped into a pond.
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EARTHQUAKE RESEARCH
DOESN'T JUST DWELL ON
WHAT HAS ALREADY TAKEN
PLACE. THROUGH EXTRAORDI-
NARY SCIENTIFIC INITIATIVES
AT THE U OF U, IT ZEROES

IN ON THE COMPELLING
QUESTIONS OF WHERE,

HOW BIG AND HOW OFTEN.

BY JAMES C. Bapis

I N THE LATE 1800s, A SEISMOLO-
gist appeared before New
Zealand’s  parliament to
request funds to buy a seismo-
graph. “What do you want the
money for, just to tell us there’s

been an earthquake?”
asked a farmer serving in the
legislative body. “We'll already
know that when it happens.”
Prevalent in the public
mind today is the image of sci-
entists such as Utah’s Walter
Arabasz whiling away their
time watching recording in-
struments, waiting for the next
big earthquake to strike. “The
media tend to reinforce the
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